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ABSTRACT 

The library should not be separated from the greater 
society. Following the Internalr philosophic upheavals of the 1950's 
and 60 the merobarship o£ the Affierlcan Lihrary AssoCdatiofl (AIA) is 
noif attentive to the changing naeds of the society * Libraries should 
gain more public recognition to iipro^e their position In budget 
allocations and plaming. This conol^aing adaress of tie 1976 ALA 
Anntial Confertnc^ iummarizes curr^at problems facing Aoerican 
libraries and suggests strategies for futMe growth* (ISH) 
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The First Step ^ into ALA'i Sec or<^j_Cenjury 
Clara Stanton 3orv@s 

rsjS Thh has been □ week of outstanding, conference programming. Beginning 

fMl In year as vice-preslderit/presiclent elect, Allie Beth Meitln was at the helm 

to plan the Centennial Conference and to execute mvch of the detail. The Chicoga 
Confrarcnce Planning Committee, the Headquarters sfaff , committees and individuals 
from all over the nation have outdone thernselves in imogina'/ive and effect iv^e 
implementation. There have boerr rich choices to satisfy every intDresf and taste. 

This has also been a weel< of inspiration anc celebration. I f«el |iust5fiable 
pride in American librarlanship as I take ihe gavel to become presidani" of She oldest 
and largest library asmc^'.Mm^ in the world. This first step into AU'l second century, 
which all of us take together, is an auspicious mofnenfr in the history of our profession 
and of our Assoc iatiori — indeed, of our nation. 

Some thirty yeare ogo at the first University of Chicago Gyodua're Library 
School conference, porticipants were rominded that ^uof# "the library h part of 
sociefy as a whole and does not exist In any sensft Jn a wacmm, nor does \t pursue 
Its own comrse isoloted From the happenings around it." This statement is a cardinal 
principle of all library service. Eff&rts to apply tihe concept have sonietlmes gotten 
librorians into diffrculties, and without a doubt v/ill continue fe do so. Our ^A/restling 
with it has at times brought dissensfon into our Association, causing confusion and 
division. Fear of the portent of such <a raiton&im ccsn be mtlmfdating. On the other 
Q hand, the temptation might oris* at tfm» to lock up the library and plunge into 

"causes." The practici of library science would bs far easier If we could fifrd an 
O acceptable way to ignore or subvert the patent charge of this phibsophy rather than 

o 

rise to its chaSlenge, However, confidence in the importance of our work of oddressiriB 
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inFormationol and InspiraHonal needs precludes empioymg our skills only as 
detached cusfodfans of the pnnted record. 

My njoding of the mood of the ALA membership gives indicafion of a 
genuine Reaming to "center down" to the realities of our professionol obligations - 
to isfretch out fudher into the unused portions of our capabilities. Some years back, 
as the uphec^vai and travail of Hie 1950s and '60s penetrated our midst, librarians 
cared enough aboui- thalr role in the fabric of Amerfcan life to respond with 
revolution — on ALA revolution! Romember wbat our annual conferences were 
like in those days, the fJerce baifles tha^ took place? Charges, challenges, 
denou,ncemenN„ disputos were burled bock and forth like firebombs. Our passions 
were eveniually channeled into the making of a workable organ that would usher 
'in basic, needed cbange.. The result wm and is imperfect, but rebirth omd renewal 
did take place In our Assoclotior, . We are still involved in the trar^sfer from the 
immediate pmt era to the very differant present, W« are still implementing changes 
brought oboul by our yeors^ of rebalfbn and Intense self-QxaminaHofi.. With the 
"revoIuHon" heliind us for thm present, there h characteristic •willingness on the part 
of the niembetihlp to accept and carry oyt respomibillties that entail a grmi deal of 
wmk. There is also a 'healthy aworaness, sometimes sbarply articulated, that foo 
great o concentraHari on mechanics wodd encourage a return fo complacenc^f . 
'■Business-as-usual" would bury of! vMcrlm. As m the winning of freedbrn,, shere is 
little respif# from struggle. 

■ Th« Amerlcafi people are deeply troubled and rrustroted in their efforts fo 
five ir* a soclaty in which there is so rmch chaos that hope is sometimes feeMi. 
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A greet unc ,'rlying concern in my rnind h wha^ I view a% a naHonal lack of will 
fo confroof our raa'i probl^sms Our generaflon Is not the first to follow this coui-se; 
mJeed, fhh attiJudlE h mam nearly the historic norm than othewlse . However, the 
pO'Stpon&Tnent of unrejoived hswe% has snovvbalbd into overwhelmTng proportions by 
now. This relucfance' is a deadly factor, riegating our chances for survival . 

{ believe 1 a.n correct rn attaching to the mood of "cfflntering down'" □ 
readinesi within our Assocsatlor.: *o confront our knotty probiems. One central issue, 
the lowering of dues to encourage brDader participation in the Association, has already 
proved to have profound phjiosophtcal overtoriej, — and problems. There is no 
disposition to let the matter sirde.. We wil// go back to the c.oinference tables to 
hammef out ihe truth of fhe imatCer. We cor no more fake for granted that there 
will aJways be an Amerkani Library AssoclatioTi than libraries of the rtotion can now 
take their traditionol s-ecurity for granted, AlA will continue Ito 'be chalienged to 
increasvng vitoSity, to responsiveness f/o msmber meeds ond inttrests, to strong and 
imaginative ('eodership. Young, new librarians, and others not Jri the orbit of the 
Association,, v^i'll nmvmr cease to hurl the question, "Whafr con ALA do for me? 
SMhy should I {oin?" There o record of solid whievement to point to, but the 
only satisfactory amwer is a contlrigmg demonstration of ytfllty. Alk has beeR a 
pari of change,, and more often thdn not lias been o catalyst, -an innovator to the 
profession. This is the role it can, do well ond this Is what the membership desires 
and dOTionds. ALA has withstood supreme testing during the post decade. By ifs 
responsiviefiess to confemporary needs In one of Kistory'i most difficult periods. It has 
earned th« right to respect and suppoit. 
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In 1876 Melvll Dewey 'spread the word about* the fledglmg American 
Library Association. At that eoriy stoge the only foctor to buoy his hope was his 
vision of the potential of Library Science as a modern, organized profession. At 
the 50fh anniversary of the Association he told the audience celebroling the Golden 
Jubilee that a librarian's function is (quote) "to give the public in the quickest and 
cheapest v«ay informafion, inspiration, and recreation." I can only guess that the 
audience felt some disr^ay when he boldly added, "If a better vv'ay than the book 
can be found, nvq should use tt . " This must has/e seemed revdutionory and a bit 
Impossible to the Roaring Twenties librarians. In reality, he was anticipating the 
growth of the profession in many directions: the advent of technology and the 
application of businest methods to increase speed and efficiency of service. In 
addition, his declaration recognized that the scope of libraries would broaden, as 
It has done, now Including the flexibility of bookmobiles, audlo-visgal materiali, 
and more recently. Information and referral service, and regional and national 
networking. Today our dedication and performonce must match Melvll Dewey's 
expectations. 

The wonderful Centennial Conference draws to a close. We have only a 
few hours remaining to spend together under one roof before actyally taking fbe 
first step over into ALA's second century. Our vision has been enlarged by our 
coming together, our confidence and hope renewed. ALA Is at the height of vigor 
in strong sfoff leadenhip and creative nnemberihip Involvement. There is every 
reason fo expect that librarians in everyday practice and In Association activities 
will ihmk and understand thtlr way into the now chapter ahead, rather than drift 
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and trail. You w5I! recall \ha\ in the Old Tesfarneni the prophets often pleaded 
for a "sign" of raassurance or warning. The signs Vv^ere revealed only If their spiritual 
awareness were highly enough developed fo guide their search In the right- places, 
to enabfe them to recognize what they saw, and to give them the courage to carry 
out their duty. "Signs" are not set apart from the troubled areas of life. If we 
turn our backs on reality, we will miss all the signs that would guide us to fulfil Iment 
If we as librarians go where the signs ore, idontlfy them and find the courage to 
confront reality, then our efforts will align our profession with others traveling on a 
iife-glving course, Llbrarlanship Is only one component of civilization, but we must 
recognize that at this crucial period In the human struggle, no profession or unit of 
society is dealing with just its own isolated practice or commodity. Librarians must 
appreciate the true weight of their contribution in the delicate and desperate balance 
in today's world. 

As we go forward now, It is extremely important to gain more conscious 
public recognition of the magnitude of libraries and library work. This is necessar/ 
In order to achieve our goals in state and national legislation, to Improve the position 
of libraries in budget allocations, and in planning for nationai library and information 
service. Without libraries,, civilization as we know it would perish. This is a bold 
claim, but the evidence h there. If the power of these words is to be usefully 
applied, librarians must fully recognize their own worth relative to this truth. I am 
reminded of a recent Issue of "American Libraries" which carried tha title, "Who We 
Art." An impressive sampling of librarians was featured demonstrating an ottractive 
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variet/ oF specialties within our profeisien. The sense of those very words in that 
title have had great meaning for me all my life^ harking back to the day I left 
home to go away to college. In making the rounds to bid my family goodbye, I 
stopped last to see my grandparents. My grandfather, the gentle family patriarch, 
born a slave, was somev/hat pensive as he drew me down to sit on his knee. He 
didn't cr.utlon me to study hard, nor did he preach about boy-girl relationships; 
he only said, "Wherover you are, I v^ant you always tQ remember who you are." 
As life unfolds to us, this universal charge becomes a never-ending quest of 
dUcovery. The discoveries of ALA's first one hundred yeare swell all our hearts 
with pride. 

Clara Stanton Jones 

Director, Detroit Public Library 
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